HOUSE THIS AMENDMENT

AMENDMENT ADOPTED
GOOD/HUTH
MAY 13,2014
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

REP. G.M. SMITH PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT
No. TOS. 825 (COUNCIL\BH\825C001.BH.DG14):

REFERENCE IS TO PRINTER’S DATE 2/9/14-S.

AMEND THE BILL, AS AND IF AMENDED, BY
ADDING AN  APPROPRIATELY NUMBERED
SECTION TO READ:

/[ SECTION . SECTION 1-13-80(I) OF THE
1976 CODE IS AMENDED BY ADDING AN
APPROPRIATELY NUMBERED ITEM AT THE END TO
READ:

“() IT IS NOT AN UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT
PRACTICE FOR A PRIVATE EMPLOYER TO GIVE
PREFERENCE IN EMPLOYMENT TO A VETERAN.
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THIS PREFERENCE IS ALSO EXTENDED TO THE
VETERAN’S SPOUSE IF THE VETERAN HAS A
SERVICE-CONNECTED PERMANENT AND TOTAL
DISABILITY. A PRIVATE EMPLOYER WHO GIVES A
PREFERENCE IN EMPLOYMENT PROVIDED BY THIS
ITEM DOES NOT VIOLATE ANY OTHER PROVISION
OF THIS CHAPTER BY VIRTUE OF GIVING THE
PREFERENCE. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS ITEM,
‘VETERAN’ HAS THE SAME MEANING AS
PROVIDED IN SECTION 25-11-40.” /

RENUMBER SECTIONS TO CONFORM.
AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM.
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HOUSE THIS AMENDMENT
AMENDMENT ADOPTED
GOOD/HUTH
MAY 13,2014
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

REP. G.M. SMITH PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT
No. TOS. 825 (COUNCIL\BH\825C002.BH.DG14):

REFERENCE IS TO PRINTER’S DATE 2/9/14-S.

AMEND THE BILL, AS AND IF AMENDED, BY
ADDING AN  APPROPRIATELY NUMBERED
SECTION TO READ:

/ SECTION . SECTION 2 OF ACT 133 OF

2014 1S AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 2. THIS ACT TAKES EFFECT UPON
APPROVAL BY THE GOVERNOR AND APPLIES FOR
PROPERTY TAX YEARS BEGINNING AFTER 2043
2012. /

RENUMBER SECTIONS TO CONFORM.
AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM.
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HOUSE THIS AMENDMENT
AMENDMENT ADOPTED
GOOD/HUTH
MAY 13,2014
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

REP. LIMEHOUSE PROPOSES THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT
No. T10S. 825 (COUNCIL\BH\825C003.BH.DG14):

REFERENCE IS TO PRINTER’S DATE 2/9/14-S.

AMEND THE BILL, AS AND IF AMENDED, BY
ADDING THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATELY
NUMBERED SECTIONS TO READ:

PART1

MILITARY FAMILY QUALITY OF LIFE
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2014

SECTION . THIS ACT MAY BE KNOWN AND
MUST BE CITED AS THE “MILITARY FAMILY
QUALITY OF LIFE ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2014”.
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PART II
MEDICAID WAIVER PROTECTIONS

SECTION . ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 6, TITLE
44 OF THE 1976 CODE IS AMENDED BY ADDING:

“SECTION 44-6-35. IN ADMINISTERING HOME
AND COMMUNITY-BASED WAIVER PROGRAMS,
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, TO THE EXTENT
POSSIBLE, MAINTAIN THE WAIVER STATUS OF AN
ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER OF A MEMBER OF THE
ARMED SERVICES WHO MAINTAINS HIS SOUTH
CAROLINA STATE RESIDENCE, REGARDLESS OF
WHERE THE SERVICE MEMBER IS STATIONED.
CONSEQUENTLY, A PERSON ON A WAIVER
WAITING LIST WOULD RETURN TO THE SAME
PLACE ON THE WAITING LIST WHEN THE FAMILY
RETURNS TO SOUTH CAROLINA. FURTHERMORE,
THE ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER PREVIOUSLY
ENROLLED IN A WAIVER PROGRAM AND WHO
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RECEIVED ACTIVE SERVICES WOULD BE
REINSTATED INTO THE WAIVER PROGRAM ONCE
MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY IS ESTABLISHED, UPON
THEIR RETURN TO SOUTH CAROLINA. IT IS NOT
THE INTENT OF THIS SECTION TO AUTHORIZE
SERVICES PROVIDED OUTSIDE THE SOUTH
CAROLINA MEDICAID SERVICE AREA. THESE
PROVISIONS ARE CONTINGENT UPON THE
DEPARTMENT RECEIVING FEDERAL APPROVAL.”

PART III

MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN’S WELFARE
TASK FORCE

SECTION . CHAPTER 11, TITLE 63 OF THE
1976 CODE IS AMENDED BY ADDING:

“ARTICLE 21

MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN’S WELFARE
TASK FORCE
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SECTION 63-11-2110. (A) THERE IS CREATED THE
‘MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN’S WELFARE TASK FORCE’ FOR
THE PURPOSE OF IDENTIFYING ISSUES RELATED TO
MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN AND OPENING COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN CHILD WELFARE AGENCIES OF THIS STATE AND LOCAL
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. THE TASK FORCE SHALL STUDY ISSUES
RELATING TO MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN AS THE TASK FORCE
MAY UNDERTAKE OR AS MAY BE REQUESTED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

(B) THE TASK FORCE IS TO BE COMPRISED OF THE FOLLOWING
MEMBERS:

(1) THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES, OR HIS DESIGNEE;

(2) THE GOVERNOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE;

(3) THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR
HIS DESIGNEE;

(4) THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, OR HIS
DESIGNEE; AND

(5) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHILDREN’S TRUST FUND.

(C) THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT FOR ORGANIZATIONAL
PURPOSES.

(D) THE TASK FORCE SHALL SUBMIT AN ANNUAL WRITTEN REPORT
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS TO
FACILITATE AND OPEN COMMUNICATION BETWEEN CHILD WELFARE
AGENCIES OF THIS STATE AND LOCAL MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. THE
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE
POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES’
WEBSITE.

(E) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL SERVE WITHOUT
COMPENSATION AND MAY NOT RECEIVE MILEAGE OR PER DIEM.”

4
PALEGWORK\HOUSE\AMEND\COUNCIL\BH\825C003.BH.DG14.docx



PART IV
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM

SECTION . TITLE 14 OF THE 1976 CODE IS AMENDED BY
ADDING:

“CHAPTER 29
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM

SECTION 14-29-10. THIS CHAPTER MAY BE CITED AS THE
‘VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM ACT’.

SECTION 14-29-20. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOGNIZES THE
SUCCESS OF VARIOUS OTHER STATES’ VETERANS COURT INITIATIVES IN
REHABILITATING CERTAIN NONVIOLENT OFFENDERS WHO ARE
VETERANS OF A MILITARY CONFLICT IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES
MILITARY IS OR HAS BEEN INVOLVED. THE PURPOSE OF THIS CHAPTER
IS TO DIVERT QUALIFYING NONVIOLENT MILITARY VETERAN
OFFENDERS AWAY FROM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND INTO
APPROPRIATE TREATMENT PROGRAMS, THEREBY RESERVING PRISON
SPACE FOR VIOLENT CRIMINALS AND OTHERS FOR WHOM
INCARCERATION IS THE ONLY REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE. THIS
CHAPTER INTENDS TO SET STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES TO
FACILITATE THE CREATION AND CONTINUATION OF THESE PROGRAMS
ACROSS THE STATE, WHILE LEAVING LOCAL JURISDICTIONS THE
FLEXIBILITY TO TAILOR INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS TO LOCAL NEEDS.

SECTION 14-29-30. EACH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR MAY ESTABLISH A
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM SUBJECT TO THE
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AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. EACH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR THAT ACCEPTS
STATE FUNDING FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM MUST ESTABLISH AND ADMINISTER AT
LEAST ONE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM FOR THE CIRCUIT
WITHIN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY DAYS OF RECEIPT OF FUNDING. THE
CIRCUIT SOLICITOR MUST ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM AND ENSURE
THAT ALL ELIGIBLE PERSONS ARE PERMITTED TO APPLY FOR
ADMISSION TO THE PROGRAM.

SECTION 14-29-40. (A) THE CHIEF JUSTICE SHALL APPOINT
JUDGES OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT UPON THE
RECOMMENDATION OF THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR FOR THAT JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT.

(B) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT JUDGE MUST:

(1) BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE SOUTH
CAROLINA BAR OR A MEMBER, ACTIVE OR RETIRED, OF THE UNIFIED
JUDICIAL SYSTEM;

(2) SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE FOR A
TERM OF TWO YEARS AND MAY BE REAPPOINTED;

(3) RECEIVE NO SALARY FOR HIS SERVICE AS A VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGE AND MUST SERVE AS A VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGE ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS;

(4) RECEIVE AN ALLOWANCE FOR MILEAGE, SUBSISTENCE, AND
PER DIEM PAID BY THE SOLICITOR’S OFFICE WHEN ENGAGED IN THE
EXERCISE OF DUTIES AS A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT JUDGE;

(5) BE EXEMPT DURING HIS TERM FROM RULE 608, SOUTH
CAROLINA APPELLATE COURT RULES, RELATING TO THE
APPOINTMENT OF LAWYERS FOR INDIGENTS;

(6) ENJOY IN A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROCEEDING OR
ACTION THE SAME PRIVILEGES, IMMUNITIES, AND PROTECTIONS FROM
CIVIL LIABILITY AS A CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE;
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(7) RECEIVE TRAINING PROVIDED FOR THIS SERVICE THROUGH
ORGANIZATIONS WHICH OFFER THIS TYPE OF TRAINING AS
DETERMINED BY THE SOLICITOR’S OFFICE; AND

(8) RESIDE IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT WHERE HE SERVES.

(C) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT JUDGE SHALL PRESIDE
SUBJECT TO THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT WITH THE GOAL OF
INSTILLING  DISCIPLINE, PROMOTING REHABILITATION, AND
ENCOURAGING PARTICIPANTS’> SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM. A VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT JUDGE HAS THE AUTHORITY OF A CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
ACTING IN PROBATION MATTERS, INCLUDING, AMONG OTHER THINGS,
THE AUTHORITY TO:

(1) MAINTAIN ORDER AND DECORUM IN ALL PROCEEDINGS,
INCLUDING USE OF THE CONTEMPT POWER;

(2) ISSUE AN ORDER OF ACCEPTANCE OF A PARTICIPANT IN THE
PROGRAM AND AN ORDER OF DISMISSAL FROM THE PROGRAM;

(3) IMPOSE BY WRITTEN ORDER A SANCTION DISMISSING A
PARTICIPANT FROM THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM OR
INCARCERATING HIM FOR FAILING TO MEET A CONDITION,
REQUIREMENT, OR GOAL ORDERED BY THE VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT;

(4) ISSUE TO A PARTICIPANT A CERTIFICATE INDICATING HIS
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
PROGRAM;

(5) ORDER CONDITIONS OR REQUIREMENTS OF A
REHABILITATION PLAN FOR A PARTICIPANT, DEVELOPED AFTER
CONSULTATION WITH THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR, A CERTIFIED OR
LICENSED DRUG AND ALCOHOL COUNSELOR, A VETERANS AFFAIRS
COUNSELOR, OR OTHER PROFESSIONALS THE VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT JUDGE CONSIDERS BENEFICIAL, WITH THE CONDITIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS TO INCLUDE SCHOOL, EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL
TRAINING, WORK, DRUG OR ALCOHOL TESTING, COUNSELING,
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REPORTING, TREATMENT, CURFEW, MONITORING, RESTITUTION,
COMMUNITY SERVICE, ANGER MANAGEMENT, OR OTHER MEASURES
THE JUDGE CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE; AND

(6) TAKE ACTION HE CONSIDERS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT
THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT’S FUNCTIONS PROVIDED IN THIS
CHAPTER.

SECTION 14-29-50. (A) A PERSON SEEKING ADMISSION TO THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM:
(1) MUST EXECUTE A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
AGREEMENT SPECIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER;
(2) MUST RECEIVE APPROVAL OF THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR;
(3) MAY NOT HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY ADMITTED TO A
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM;
(4) MAY HAVE NO PRIOR CONVICTION OR PENDING CHARGES
FOR:
(A) A VIOLENT CRIME AS DEFINED IN SECTION 16-1-60;
(B) AN OFFENSE FOR WHICH THE OFFENDER WAS PLACED
ON THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY PURSUANT TO SECTION 23-3-430;
(C) THE OFFENSE OF LYNCHING IN THE FIRST DEGREE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 16-3-210 OR LYNCHING IN THE SECOND DEGREE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 16-3-220;
(D) THE COMMON LAW OFFENSE OF ASSAULT AND
BATTERY OF A HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE;
(E) THE OFFENSE OF CARJACKING PURSUANT TO SECTION
16-3-1075;
(F) THE OFFENSE OF HARASSMENT OR STALKING
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 17, CHAPTER 3, TITLE 16; OR
(G) THE OFFENSE OF CAUSING GREAT BODILY INJURY OR
DEATH BY OPERATING A VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF
DRUGS OR ALCOHOL PURSUANT TO SECTION 56-5-2945; AND
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(5) MUST HAVE AN ACTIVE SENTENCE OF THIRTY DAYS OR
MORE FOR A NONVIOLENT CRIME NOT EXEMPTED PURSUANT TO ITEM
).

(B) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT AGREEMENT REQUIRED IN
SUBSECTION (A) MAY SERVE AS THE OFFENDER’S APPLICATION FOR
ADMISSION TO A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM AND
JURISDICTION, AND SHALL INCLUDE:

(1) SUFFICIENT PROOF THAT THE OFFENDER IS A VETERAN OR
CURRENT MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES,
INCLUDING THE RESERVES OR NATIONAL GUARD;

(2) SUFFICIENT PROOF THAT THE OFFENDER SUFFERS FROM A
BRAIN INJURY, MENTAL ILLNESS, OR MENTAL DISORDER, INCLUDING
POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER;

(3) AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE OFFENDER THAT HIS
APPLICATION IS VOLUNTARY AND FREELY ENTERED INTO;

(4) AN AGREEMENT THAT, IF ACCEPTED, HE WILL COMPLY
WITH ALL CONDITIONS, RULES AND REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED UPON HIM
IN THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM, INCLUDING A
REHABILITATION PLAN;

(5) AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT, IF ACCEPTED, HE MAY BE
DISMISSED FROM THE PROGRAM AT THE DISCRETION OF THE VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGE AND CONSEQUENTLY TRANSFERRED TO THE
CIRCUIT COURT FOR COMMENCEMENT OF HIS ENTIRE ORIGINAL
SENTENCE, WITHOUT REDUCTION;

(6) AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT THAT HE HAS
NO RIGHT TO APPEAL OR ENJOIN A DECISION OF THE VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGE;

(7) AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT THAT THE
POST-CONVICTION RELIEF PROCEDURES DO NOT APPLY TO THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM, AND A RELINQUISHMENT OF
ALL RIGHTS TO POST-CONVICTION RELIEF;
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(8) AN AGREEMENT TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH THOSE
INVOLVED IN HIS REHABILITATION PLAN AND TO COMPLY WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS OF THE PLAN, INCLUDING THE
SUBMISSION TO ANALYSIS, TESTING, TREATMENT, COUNSELING,
EVALUATION, AND PROVIDING COMPLETE PERSONAL, HEALTH, AND
FAMILY INFORMATION, AND EXECUTING RELEASES TO ACCOMPLISH
THE PROVISION OF THIS INFORMATION;

(9) AN AGREEMENT TO BEAR, SUBJECT TO HIS ABILITY TO PAY,
THE COSTS OF ANALYSIS, TESTING, TREATMENT, COUNSELING, OR
EVALUATION IN A REHABILITATION PLAN PRESCRIBED IN THE
PROGRAM, AND AN AGREEMENT THAT FUNDS PAID BY THE PARTICIPANT
OR ON HIS BEHALF DURING THE COURSE OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT PROGRAM MAY NOT BE REFUNDABLE IN ANY EVENT, INCLUDING
HIS DISMISSAL FROM THE PROGRAM;

(10)A GENERAL EXPLANATION OF THE PURPOSE AND CONCEPT
OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM;

(11)A STATEMENT OF THE OFFENDER’S KNOWING, WILLING,
AND FULL CONSENT AND SUBMISSION TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT AND ITS PROCESS;

(12)THE SIGNATURE OF THE OFFENDER AND, IF ANY, HIS
COUNSEL; AND

(13)OTHER  STATEMENTS, @ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, OR
AGREEMENTS THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR MAY CONSIDER APPROPRIATE.

(C) IN DETERMINING WHETHER TO ACCEPT AN OFFENDER FOR
ADMISSION TO THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM, THE
CIRCUIT SOLICITOR SHALL CONSIDER, AMONG OTHER THINGS:

(1) THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT AGREEMENT
PRESENTED BY THE OFFENDER;

(2) THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE FOR WHICH THE OFFENDER
WAS CONVICTED IN CIRCUIT COURT;

(3) THE OFFENDER’S PRIOR CRIMINAL HISTORY;

(4) THE OFFENDER’S PRIOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE HISTORY;
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(5) THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE OFFENDER SUCCESSFULLY
WILL COMPLETE THE PROGRAM;

(6) THE RISK AND DANGER POSED TO THE COMMUNITY BY THE
OFFENDER’S REMAINING AT LARGE;

(7) THE BENEFITS LIKELY RESULTING TO THE COMMUNITY
AND THIS STATE FROM THE OFFENDER’S ACCEPTANCE INTO THE
PROGRAM, INCLUDING COST SAVINGS, PUBLIC SERVICE OR PRIVATE
EMPLOYMENT, ENHANCEMENT OF THE OFFENDER’S ABILITY TO PAY
RESTITUTION, SUPPORT OR COMFORT OF HIS FAMILY, AND THE
DECREASED LIKELTHOOD OF FUTURE CRIMINAL ACTIVITY;

(8) THE BENEFITS LIKELY RESULTING TO THE OFFENDER UPON
HIS BEING ACCEPTED INTO THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING DRUG OR
ALCOHOL REHABILITATION, EDUCATION, TRAINING, FAMILY SUPPORT,
DISCIPLINE, EMPLOYMENT, PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH, AND THE
OPPORTUNITY FOR A PRODUCTIVE LIFE;

(9) A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION OR STATEMENT FROM THE
VICTIM, THE VICTIM’S FAMILY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, OR THE
COMMUNITY, THE RECOMMENDATION AFTER SCREENING BY A
QUALIFIED PERSON SELECTED BY THE SOLICITOR OR PROVIDED BY A
STATE, COUNTY, OR MUNICIPAL AGENCY TO DETERMINE THE MENTAL
HEALTH OR DRUG OR ALCOHOL DEPENDENCE OF THE APPLICANT AND
HIS LIKELIHOOD OF SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A REHABILITATION
PLAN PRESCRIBED IN THIS PROGRAM;

(10) THE RISK AND DANGER POSED TO THE VICTIM OR VICTIM’S
FAMILY BY THE OFFENDER REMAINING AT LARGE; AND

(11)OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES OR MATTERS THE VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGE MAY CONSIDER APPROPRIATE.

(D) THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT’S ACCEPTANCE OF THE
OFFENDER AS A PARTICIPANT MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE CIRCUIT
COURT. THE CIRCUIT COURT, IN ITS DISCRETION, MAY ORDER THE
TRANSFER OF THE OFFENDER TO THE CUSTODY AND JURISDICTION OF
THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT FOR COMMENCEMENT OF THE
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VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM. THE CIRCUIT COURT SHALL
PROVIDE IN ITS ORDER THAT THE PARTICIPANT MUST BE RETURNED TO
THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR FINAL DISPOSITION, AS PROVIDED IN THIS
CHAPTER, UPON HIS SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE PROGRAM OR
HIS DISMISSAL FROM THE PROGRAM.

(E) NOTICE MUST BE PROVIDED TO ALL VICTIMS PURSUANT TO THE
VICTIMS’ BILL OF RIGHTS.

SECTION 14-29-60. (A) WHEN ESTABLISHING A VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM, THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR:

(1) MAY ADDRESS THE PARTICULAR REQUIREMENTS AND
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CIRCUIT. THE PROCEDURE IS SUBJECT TO AND
CONSISTENT WITH THE UNIFORM PROCEDURES PROVIDED IN THIS
CHAPTER, INCLUDING:

(A) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM MUST BE
AT LEAST TWELVE MONTHS IN DURATION BUT NO MORE THAN
EIGHTEEN MONTHS IN DURATION FOR A PARTICIPANT, ALTHOUGH THE
PROGRAM MAY BE EXTENDED FOR A MAXIMUM OF SIX ADDITIONAL
MONTHS BY THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT;

(B) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT SESSION MUST BE
HELD IN A COURTROOM ASSIGNED BY THE APPROPRIATE COURT
OFFICIAL OR ANOTHER PLACE THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT
JUDGE CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE AND WHERE PROPER DECORUM,
SAFETY, AND EFFICIENCY MUST BE MAINTAINED;

(C) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT SESSION MUST BE
HELD AT A TIME AND PLACE THAT WILL PROMOTE THE MAXIMUM
CONVENIENCE AND ATTENDANCE OF ASSOCIATED PARTIES, ESPECIALLY
A PARTICIPATING OFFENDER AND HIS FAMILY, AND, ABSENT AN
AGREEMENT TO THE CONTRARY, SHOULD BE HELD ON A WEEKDAY AND
COMMENCING NO EARLIER THAN 5:30 P.M.; AND
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(D) A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM MAY

REQUIRE THE PRESENCE OF A PERSON NECESSARY FOR THE EFFICIENT
OPERATION OF A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT SESSION;

(2) SHALL DESIGNATE IN HIS OFFICE A PERSON TO SERVE AS
HIS VETERANS TREATMENT COURT ADMINISTRATOR TO SUPERVISE AND
COORDINATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM. THESE DUTIES
SHALL INCLUDE THE SCHEDULING OF THE HEARINGS, NOTIFICATION OF
THE PERSONS INVOLVED, MAINTENANCE AND SAFEGUARDING OF ALL
RECORDS AND ORDERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROGRAM, FILING OF
ALL ORDERS AND OTHER APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS WITH THE
APPROPRIATE CLERK OF COURT, AND THE PRODUCTION OF A REPORT
REQUIRED BY THIS CHAPTER; AND

(3) THROUGH HIS DESIGNATED ADMINISTRATOR, SHALL
SUPERVISE AND COORDINATE THE SELECTION OF COUNSELORS OR
OTHER PROFESSIONALS TO ANALYZE, TEST, TREAT, AND EVALUATE AN
APPLICANT OR PARTICIPANT CONTEMPLATED IN THIS CHAPTER, AND AT
LEAST ANNUALLY SHALL REPORT TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA
COMMISSION ON PROSECUTION COORDINATION INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNDS EXPENDED BY THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR FOR THESE
PURPOSES.

(B) THE SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON PROSECUTION
COORDINATION SHALL ASSIST THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR AND VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT IN ESTABLISHING A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF
PROCEDURES, STATISTICS, AND PROCESSES AS SET FORTH IN THIS
CHAPTER, COLLECTING REPORTS IT PRESCRIBES FROM THE CIRCUIT
ADMINISTRATOR IN ORDER TO MEASURE THE PROGRESS AND
OPERATIONS OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURTS, AND ANNUALLY
ISSUING A COMPREHENSIVE REPORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS NO LATER THAN SIXTY DAYS FOLLOWING THE END
OF THE FISCAL YEAR.

(C) THE SUPREME COURT MAY PROPOSE AND ADOPT RULES FOR
THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM IN THE SAME MANNER AS
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IT PROPOSES AND PROMULGATES RULES FOR OTHER COURTS IN THE
UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

SECTION 14-29-70. (A) THE TRANSFER OF AN OFFENDER FROM
THE CUSTODY AND JURISDICTION OF THE CIRCUIT COURT TO CUSTODY
AND JURISDICTION OF THE VETERANS TREATMENT COURT MUST BE
MADE BY ISSUE OF A WRITTEN ORDER FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT IN
RESPONSE TO THE APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION BY THE VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT. THIS ORDER MUST PROVIDE FOR THE DEFERMENT
OF THE OFFENDER’S SENTENCE PENDING THE CONCLUSION OF THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM. THE VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT THEN SHALL CONTROL AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CUSTODY
OF THE OFFENDER UPON ENTRY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT’S ORDER.

(B) WHERE A PERSON FAILS SUCCESSFULLY TO COMPLETE THE
PROGRAM AND IS CONSEQUENTLY DISMISSED FROM THE PROGRAM, THE
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT MUST TRANSFER CUSTODY OF THE
PERSON TO THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE IMPOSITION OF THE
SENTENCE. A COURT MAY NOT REDUCE A SENTENCE FOR TIME SPENT
PARTICIPATING IN A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PROGRAM AND
OTHER CONDITIONS OF THE SENTENCE.

(C) THE CONSTITUTIONAL NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
VICTIMS’ BILL OF RIGHTS APPLY TO A TRANSFER, COMPLETION, OR
FAILURE PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

SECTION 14-29-80. NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS CHAPTER
AFFECTS THE OPERATION OR ESTABLISHMENT OF JUVENILE DRUG
COURTS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

SECTION 14-29-90. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL
APPROPRIATE FUNDS ANNUALLY TO AN ACCOUNT TO BE MAINTAINED
BY THE COMMISSION ON PROSECUTION COORDINATION FOR THE
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PAYMENT OF MILEAGE, SUBSISTENCE, AND PER DIEM FOR VETERANS
TREATMENT COURT JUDGES AS PROVIDED BY THIS CHAPTER.”

PARTYV
EDUCATION

SECTION . SECTION 59-18-900 OF THE 1976 CODE, AS LAST
AMENDED BY ACT 282 OF 2008, IS FURTHER AMENDED BY ADDING AN
APPROPRIATELY LETTERED SUBSECTION AT THE END TO READ:

“( )THE EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE, WORKING WITH
THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, IS DIRECTED TO ESTABLISH A
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL REPORT CONCERNING THE PERFORMANCE OF
MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN WHO  ATTEND  PRIMARY,
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOLS IN THIS STATE. THE
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL REPORT MUST BE IN A READER-FRIENDLY
FORMAT, USING GRAPHICS WHENEVER POSSIBLE, PUBLISHED ON THE
STATE, DISTRICT, AND SCHOOL WEBSITE, AND, UPON REQUEST, PRINTED
BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS. THE ANNUAL COMPREHENSIVE REPORT
MUST ADDRESS AT LEAST ATTENDANCE, ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN
READING, MATH, AND SCIENCE, AND GRADUATION RATES OF
MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN.”

SECTION . A. SECTION 59-112-50 OF THE 1976 CODE, AS
LAST AMENDED BY ACT 133 OF 2012, IS FURTHER AMENDED TO READ:

“SECTION 59-112-50. (A) NOTWITHSTANDING ANOTHER
PROVISION OF LAW, DURING THE PERIOD OF THEIR ASSIGNMENT TO
DUTY IN SOUTH CAROLINA, MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES OF
THE UNITED STATES STATIONED IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND THEIR
DEPENDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR IN-STATE TUITION RATES. WHEN
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THESE ARMED SERVICE PERSONNEL ARE ORDERED AWAY FROM THE
STATE, THEIR DEPENDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR IN-STATE TUITION
RATES AS LONG AS THEY REMAIN CONTINUOUSLY ENROLLED AT THE
STATE INSTITUTION IN WHICH THEY ARE ENROLLED AT THE TIME THE
ASSIGNMENT ENDS OR TRANSFER TO AN ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION DURING
THE TERM OR SEMESTER, EXCLUDING SUMMER TERMS, IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THEIR ENROLLMENT AT THE PREVIOUS INSTITUTION. IN
THE EVENT OF A TRANSFER, THE RECEIVING INSTITUTION SHALL
VERIFY THE DECISION MADE BY THE STUDENT’S PREVIOUS INSTITUTION
IN ORDER TO CERTIFY THE STUDENT’S ELIGIBILITY FOR IN-STATE
TUITION RATES. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE TRANSFERRING
STUDENT TO ENSURE THAT ALL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO VERIFY
BOTH THE PREVIOUS AND PRESENT RESIDENCY DECISIONS ARE
PROVIDED TO THE INSTITUTION. THESE—PERSONS—AND—THEIR

(B)(1) ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY BE CHARGED
LESS THAN THE UNDERGRADUATE TUITION RATE FOR SOUTH CAROLINA
RESIDENTS FOR COURSES THAT ARE PRESENTED ON A DISTANCE BASIS,
REGARDLESS OF RESIDENCY.

(B2) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, ‘ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY
PERSONNEL’ INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, ACTIVE DUTY
GUARDSMEN AND ACTIVE DUTY RESERVISTS.

(C) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, A
VETERAN OF THE ARMED SERVICES OF THE UNITED STATES, WHO HAS
EVIDENCED INTENT TO ESTABLISH DOMICILE IN SOUTH CAROLINA, AND
THEIR DEPENDENTS., ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE IN-STATE TUITION AND

16
P:\LEGWORK\HOUSE\AMEND\COUNCIL\BH\825C003.BH.DG14.docx



FEES AT STATE INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT THE REQUIREMENT OF ONE
YEAR OF PHYSICAL PRESENCE IN THIS STATE. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS
SUBSECTION., A ‘VETERAN’ IS DEFINED AS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS
SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND
WHO HAS BEEN HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM SERVICE.”

B. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION TAKE EFFECT JULY 1,
2014.
SECTION . SECTION 7-15-320 OF THE 1976 CODE, AS LAST

AMENDED BY ACT 43 OF 2011, IS FURTHER AMENDED TO READ:

“SECTION 7-15-320. (A) A—QUALFIED—FELEECFOR  QUALIFIED
ELECTORS IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES MUST BE

PERMITTED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT IN ALL ELECTIONS WHEN
HEIS THEY ARE ABSENT FROM HIS THEIR COUNTY OF RESIDENCE ON
ELECTION DAY DURING THE HOURS THE POLLS ARE OPEN, TO AN
EXTENT THAT IT PREVENTS H#M THEM FROM VOTING IN PERSON:

(1) STUDENTS, THEIR SPOUSES, AND DEPENDENTS RESIDING
WITH THEM;

(2) MEMBERS—OF—THE—ARMED—FORCES—AND—MERCHANT
MARINES-OFFHE-UNIFED-STATES; FHEIR-SPOUSES;AND-DERENDENTS
RESIDENG - WAFH-FHENM:

3) PERSONS SERVING WITH THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OR
WITH THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS (USO) WHO ARE
ATTACHED TO AND SERVING WITH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED
STATES, THEIR SPOUSES, AND DEPENDENTS RESIDING WITH THEM;

(43)GOVERNMENTAL EMPLOYEES, THEIR SPOUSES, AND
DEPENDENTS RESIDING WITH THEM;

(54)PERSONS ON VACATION (WHO BY VIRTUE OF VACATION
PLANS WILL BE ABSENT FROM THEIR COUNTY OF RESIDENCE ON
ELECTION DAY); OR
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(65)OVERSEAS CITIZENS.

(B) A QUALHFHDFEECFOR QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN ANY OF THE
FOLLOWING CATEGORIES MUST BE PERMITTED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT IN ALL ELECTIONS, WHETHER OR NOT HEHS THEY ARE ABSENT
FROM HiS THEIR COUNTY OF RESIDENCE ON ELECTION DAY:

(1) PHYSICALLY DISABLED PERSONS;

(2) PERSONS WHOSE EMPLOYMENT OBLIGATIONS REQUIRE
THAT THEY BE AT THEIR PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT DURING THE HOURS
THAT THE POLLS ARE OPEN AND PRESENT WRITTEN CERTIFICATION OF
THAT OBLIGATION TO THE COUNTY REGISTRATION BOARD;

(3) CERTIFIED POLL WATCHERS, POLL MANAGERS, COUNTY
VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF, COUNTY AND
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBERS AND STAFF WORKING ON
ELECTION DAY;

(4) PERSONS ATTENDING SICK OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED
PERSONS;

(5) PERSONS ADMITTED TO HOSPITALS AS EMERGENCY
PATIENTS ON THE DAY OF AN ELECTION OR WITHIN A FOUR-DAY PERIOD
BEFORE THE ELECTION;

(6) PERSONS WITH A DEATH OR FUNERAL IN THE FAMILY
WITHIN A THREE-DAY PERIOD BEFORE THE ELECTION;

(7) PERSONS WHO WILL BE SERVING AS JURORS IN A STATE OR
FEDERAL COURT ON ELECTION DAY;

(8) PERSONS SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER; OR

(9) PERSONS CONFINED TO A JAIL OR PRETRIAL FACILITY
PENDING DISPOSITION OF ARREST OR TRIAL; OR

(10)MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND MERCHANT
MARINES OF THE UNITED STATES, THEIR SPOUSES, AND DEPENDENTS
RESIDING WITH THEM.”

SECTION . IF ANY SECTION, SUBSECTION, PARAGRAPH,
SUBPARAGRAPH, SENTENCE, CLAUSE, PHRASE, OR WORD OF THIS ACT IS
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FOR ANY REASON HELD TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL OR INVALID, SUCH
HOLDING SHALL NOT AFFECT THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OR VALIDITY
OF THE REMAINING PORTIONS OF THIS ACT, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HEREBY DECLARING THAT IT WOULD HAVE PASSED THIS ACT, AND EACH
AND EVERY SECTION, SUBSECTION, PARAGRAPH, SUBPARAGRAPH,
SENTENCE, CLAUSE, PHRASE, AND WORD THEREOF, IRRESPECTIVE OF
THE FACT THAT ANY ONE OR MORE OTHER SECTIONS, SUBSECTIONS,
PARAGRAPHS, SUBPARAGRAPHS, SENTENCES, CLAUSES, PHRASES, OR
WORDS HEREOF MAY BE DECLARED TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL,
INVALID, OR OTHERWISE INEFFECTIVE. /

RENUMBER SECTIONS TO CONFORM.
AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM.
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